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THE ADVENTURES OF THE REAL PECOS BILL 
 

 
Voices from the Past  Grades: 1-5 
 
ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE: 
This highly interactive and multicultural program presents several tall tales featuring the legendary 
character Pecos Bill and introduces students to the story of the real-life inspiration behind Pecos Bill, 
William Shafter, who was a commander of the Buffalo Soldiers in West Texas. Students in the audience 
get to join in the fun as they help Pecos ride the giant tornado, court Slue-foot Sue, capture fried-chicken-
eating bank robbers, and learn about American military history in the wild Texas West! 
 
 

TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills): 
Grade Theatre Lang. 

Arts 
Social 
Studies 

1 1.1, 1.4, 
1.5 

1.18 1.2, 1.4 

2 2.1, 2.4, 
2.5 

2.18 2.4, 2.5 

3 3.1, 3.4, 
3.5 

3.18 3.1, 3.5 

4 4.1, 4.4, 
4.5 

4.16 4.3, 4.5, 
4.6 

5 5.1, 5.4, 
5.5                

5.16 5.2, 5.5, 
5.6 

 

The Students Will: 
* Use the elements of drama and the conventions of theatre to 
develop 
  concepts about self, human relationships, and the environment. 
* Relate theatre to history, society and culture. 
* Respond to and evaluate theatre and theatrical performances. 
* Use elements of the writing process to compose imaginative stories 
  and poems that use the elements of fiction and figurative language 
  and that express their ideas and feelings. 
* Explain how people and events have influenced local community  
  history. 
* Identify contributions of historical figures.  
* Interpret information on maps using basic map elements. 
* Summarize the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic, 
and  
  religious groups in the development of Texas. 

 

 
STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): 

Writin
g 

Grade 4 Reporting Category 1 The Students Will: 
* Compose a variety of written texts with a clear central idea, 
coherent 
  organization, sufficient development, and effective use of language  
  and conventions. 

 

 
 
Academic Vocabulary: 

Buffalo Soldier The name given to the African-American soldiers serving in the U.S. African-American Army 
regiments. In 1866, through an act of Congress, legislation was adopted to create six all 
African-American Army units to patrol the American West after the Civil War, 
serving primarily in the Indian wars of the late 1860s. These fighting men represented the first 
Black professional soldiers in a peacetime army. The recruits came from varied backgrounds 
including former slaves and veterans from service in the Civil War. The units were identified as 
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the 9th and 10th cavalry and the 38th, 39th, 40th, and 41st infantry regiments. The four 
infantry regiments were later reorganized to form the 24th and 25th infantry regiments. These 
units were composed of black soldiers led by white officers. The troops, which formed one 
fifth of the Army’s forces in the West, served as guards for pioneer wagon trains and helped in 
the development of western towns. Known as Buffalo Soldiers, the all Black regiments 
distinguished themselves in the Spanish-American War and World War II. They continued in 
Army service until the U.S. armed forces were integrated in 1952. Largely uncelebrated until 
the late 20th century, they were memorialized in a 1992 bronze monument at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Coyote A small, wolf-like animal. 
Drought A  long period of time during which there is little or no rain, resulting in a water shortage.  
Exaggerate To tell of something as greater or larger than it really is. 
Fact Something that has really occurred or truly exists; a true piece of information. 
Fiction Make-believe. 
Folklore The traditional beliefs, customs, and stories of a community, passed through the generations 

by word of mouth. 
Folktale A story passed down through generations, circulated by word of mouth. 
Frontier A wilderness at the edge of the settled area of a country (picture covered wagons pushing 

westward); the outer edge of a country or area that is the farthest point where 
people have started to live and build towns. 

American 
Frontier 

The “Wild West”  -- comprised of the geography, history, folklore, and cultural expression of 
life in the wave of American westward expansion that began with English colonial settlements 
in the early 17th century and ended with the admission of the last mainland territories as 
states in 1912.   

Hyperbole A fancy word for a statement that is exaggerated.  
Lasso A rope with a sliding loop at one end that is used to catch cattle. 
Manifest Destiny The belief that the United States was pre-ordained to expand from the Atlantic coast to the 

Pacific coast.  
Simile Tall tales include great descriptions. One way to describe something is to use a simile, in which 

one thing is compared with another using the words “like or as.” 
Tall Tale  
 

 A humorous story about a character that can do amazing things that a normal person cannot 
do. They have superhuman strength and have very unusual adventures. 
These tales began on the American frontier in the 1800’s and have been passed down through 
storytellers. When you read a tall tale, you will read about things that could happen in real life, 
as well as many things that are exaggerated and could never happen in real life (fantasy).  In 
America, tall tales were first told by settlers who made their homes in the American 
wilderness. In those days, before TV and movies, people depended on storytelling for 
entertainment. After a long day's work, people gathered to tell each other funny tales. Each 
group of workers (cowboys, loggers, railroad workers and steel workers) had its own tall-tale 
hero. Having a superhuman hero with the same job somehow made their lives easier. Perhaps 
it gave them strength or courage to do their difficult and dangerous work. 

Tornado A storm with strong winds that circle and carry a lot of rain. 
 

 
 
 

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
Before the performance: 

• Discuss the meaning of a legend and a folktale.  Talk about folktales and legends that you know.  
• Discuss what you know about cowboys.  Talk about your memories of cowboys from the Rodeo. 

After the performance: 
• Create a storyboard or a cartoon strip which depicts the events in “The Adventures of the Real Pecos Bill.” 
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Language Arts:  
 

• Pecos Bill was not a historical person, but he does represent the spirit of early settlers in the American 
West. His unusual childhood and extraordinary actions tell about people who believed there were no 
limits to what they could do. You become a storyteller and write a tall tale with the following 
characteristics. 

ü A main character (a hero or a heroine) who has exaggerated qualities. He/She is bigger 
or stronger than real people and solves problems in ways that are hard to believe.  

ü A setting -- Where will your hero/heroine live?  
ü A problem that is solved in a funny way -- What problem will your hero/heroine solve 

with his or her exaggerated qualities? Tell about the problem and how your character 
solves it in an unusual way. 

ü Introduce the character in an interesting way.  
ü Remember that he/she is a larger-than-life character who uses everyday language and 

who personifies the frontier virtues of courage, strength, and humor. 
ü Use action, humor, exaggeration, and similes to make your tall tale interesting to the 

reader. 
• Illustrate your tall tale with a drawing of your character or of an event described in the tale. 

 

• Retell the story of “The Adventures of the Real Pecos Bill” so that it takes place today in modern times. 
 

• Tall tales have events that could happen in real life (reality) and events that could not happen in real 
life (fantasy). Fill in the chart below with examples from the story “Pecos Bill.” 

Fantasy (Imaginary) Reality (Real) 
  
  
  

 

• Work in small groups to create puppets from popsicle sticks or paper bags of the characters in “The 
Adventures of the Real Pecos Bill.”  Make a setting with a shoebox and use your puppets to retell the 
adventures of Pecos Bill. Share your puppet stories with the lower grade levels. 
 

• Create a poem to tell the true story of the Buffalo Soldiers. 
 

• Create a Tall Tale Character Map about Pecos Bill that includes the following:  
ü Looks 
ü Actions 
ü Exaggerations 
ü Traits 
ü Problem Solved in a Funny Way 
ü Larger than Life 

 
 

• Let’s Exaggerate – Take a sentence that expresses something realistic and change the sentence into an 
exaggeration.  

Realistic Exaggeration 
Example: The actor spoke loudly. Example: The actor spoke so loudly that 

people could hear him five miles away. 
The wind was strong. The wind was so strong . . . . 
The boy was happy. The boy was so happy . .  . .  
The temperature was cold  The temperature was so cold . . . 
The sun was hot.  The sun was so hot . . .  
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The room was large. The room was so large . . . 
The building was tall. The building was so tall . . . 

 

 
 

 
Math: 
 

• Pecos Bill traveled through many Texas cities on his “Tall Tale Trails.” Use the figures from the Texas 
population chart below to create word problems.  Exchange your problems with another student and 
solve each other’s problems. 
 

City Population 
1980 Census  

Population 
1990 Census  

Population 
2000 Census  

Population 
2010 Census  

Population 
2014 Estimate  

 
Austin 

 
345,890 

 
465,622 

 
670,654 

 
811,458 

 
912,791 

 
Dallas 

 
904,599 

 
1,006,877 

 
1,187,742 

 
1,197,792 

 
1,281,047 

 
El Paso 

 
425,259 

 
515,342 

 
566,896 

 
649,133 

 
679,036 

 
Houston 

 
1,595,138 

 
1,630,553 

 
1,973,648 

  
2,096,661 

 
2,239,558 

San 
Antonio 

 
785,940 

 
935,933 

 
1,151,314 

 
1,327,556 

 
1,436,697 

 

ü Which city was the largest during each census year? 

ü In what years did Austin have more people than El Paso? 

ü Put the cities in rank order from largest to smallest according to the 2014 figures. 

ü Figure out how many more people each city had in each census year. 

• Lots of folks heard about Pecos Bill’s tornado ride. That’s where they got the idea for rodeos. Of course, 
nobody but Bill ever rode a tornado! Most cowboys just ride broncos. Use puppets to create and act out 
original word problems about the rodeo. 

 
 

 
 

Social Studies:  
 

• Work with a partner to locate on a map the areas where Pecos Bill traveled . 
 

• Look at a map of the United States. Can you find what states border TEXAS?  
ü To the North is: _____________________  
ü To the South is: _____________________  
ü To the West is:  _____________________  
ü To the East is :  _____________________ 

 

• Cowboys! Pecos Bill was America’s first cowboy and is credited with inventing many of 
            the traditional cowboy activities including the first round up and the first rodeo. 
            What makes a Cowboy a Cowboy? Make a flip book about what you know and find out  
            about cowboys. 
 

• “Pecos Bill” takes place in the Great State of Texas. Create a “Texas Fact Book.” You can include some 
of the facts below and also add other interesting pieces of information about Texas in your fact book. 
Include pictures. 

Some interesting information about Texas: 
ü Texas is as large as all of New England, New York, Ohio and Illinois 

                              combined. 
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ü Rodeo is the official state sport of Texas. 
ü The official state dance in Texas is the square dance. 
ü The official food in Texas is chili. 
ü Of the nation’s ten largest cities, three are in Texas:  Dallas, Houston, San Antonio. 
ü The world’s first rodeo was held in Pecos in 1883. 
ü Texas was an independent nation from 1836-1845.  
ü Texas became annexed to the U.S. in 1845. 
ü The King Ranch in Texas is bigger than the state of Rhode Island. 
ü Today 26 million people live in Texas, along with 15 million cattle. 

 

• "Pecos Bill" was the nickname of Civil War general William Shafter. They nicknamed him for the river 
that was one of his targets: “Pecos Bill.” He was accused of trying to start a war with Mexico and 
became involved in an embezzlement case. He helped restore peace at Pine Ridge after the Wounded 
Knee massacre. In Texas, Shafter commanded one of the army’s first African-American regiments, the 
Buffalo Soldiers of the 10th Cavalry. Read about General Shafter and create a PowerPoint about him and 
his Buffalo Soldier regiment to share with your class. 

 

• Make a poster about Lieutenant Henry O. Flipper and hang it in your classroom. 
 

ü Henry O. Flipper was the first black graduate from the United States Military Academy 
at West Point. Born into slavery in Georgia in 1856, Flipper was commissioned as a second 
lieutenant in 1877 and served in the 10th Cavalry Buffalo Soldier regiment, including the 
campaign against Victorio’s Apaches. Under the command of Colonel William Rufus 
Shafter, his career was ruined by institutional racism when he was dishonorably 
discharged based on trumped-up charges in 1881.  
 

ü In 1994, Flipper’s descendants applied to the US military for a review of Flipper's court 
martial and dismissal. A review found the conviction and punishment were "unduly harsh 
and unjust" and recommended Flipper's dismissal to be changed to a good conduct 
discharge. Shortly afterwards, an application for pardon was filed with the Secretary of the 
Army, which was forwarded to the Department of Justice. In 1999, President Bill Clinton 
gave Henry O. Flipper a posthumous pardon.   

 

• Make a Wall of Fame to honor the heroic contributions of the Buffalo Soldiers.  
ü Following the Civil War, thousands of black cavalrymen were recruited by the U.S. 

government to open the West. Looking for opportunity and freedom, these soldiers were 
pitted against Native Americans like Geronimo. This is a little known chapter in our 
nation's history.  

ü The Buffalo Soldiers comprised 20% of the army of the Plains and were significantly 
involved in historic military events, from the Plains Indian Wars through World War I.   

ü Their duty was the toughest the army could offer, in the most remote, uninhabitable 
terrain, and under primitive conditions. Buffalo Soldiers played a major role in the 
settlement and development of the American West. 

ü Between 1870 and 1890, the Ninth and Tenth Cavalries fought sixty battles, earned at 
least eighteen Medals of Honor, eleven of which were awarded to members of the Ninth.   

ü Their protection of settlers was legendary. While Blacks on the plains risked their lives 
every day in defense of others, racism and injustice dogged their heels.  

ü In addition to their military routines and details, the Buffalo Soldiers performed duties 
such as building forts and roads, riding shotgun on stagecoach and mail routes, 
protecting the builders of railroads, escorting cattle drives and wagon trains, locating 
water holes, installing telegraph lines, serving as national park rangers, and protecting 
settlers in areas plagued by bandits, revolutionaries, outlaws, and bands of Native 
Americans.  



  CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS GUIDE 
Voices From the Past 

Performance 
 

 

Young Audiences of Houston; Arts for Learning             © 2022 Young Audiences of Houston 
675 Bering Drive, Suite 300, Houston, Texas 77057                                                  Scheduling: 713.520.9264  www.yahouston.org       

ü The Buffalo Soldier units were disbanded in 1948 when President Harry Truman signed 
Executive Order 9981 integrating the military services and mandating equal treatment of 
all uniformed soldiers in the armed services. 
At that time, for the first time, black and white soldiers served together in the same 
regiments. 

ü Some Buffalo Soldiers to read about: 
Ø Captain Charles Young 
Ø Sergeant Henry Parker 
Ø Private Cathay Williams 
Ø Second Lieutenant Henry O. Flipper 
Ø Colonel Allen Allensworth 
Ø First Sergeant Emanuel Stance 
Ø Scout John T. Glass 
Ø Private Samuel Tipton 
Ø Lieutenant John Hanks Alexander 

 
 

Science:  
• According to the tall tale: One day a tornado appeared on the horizon. When the twister approached, 

Pecos Bill jumped on it and rode it like a bucking bronco. In an effort to shake Bill, the tornado rained so 
hard that it carved out the Grand Canyon. Pecos Bill finally fell off the tornado in California, hitting the 
ground with such force that he formed Death Valley. 

ü Make a PowerPoint with images and text about: 
Ø The actual way that the Grand Canyon was carved by the Colorado River in 

the state of Arizona.  
Ø Earth’s geological history that was revealed in the cliffs of the Grand Canyon 

as the Colorado River and its tributaries cut their channels through layer after 
layer of rock while the Colorado Plateau was uplifted. 
 

• Rivers are a part of a bigger system of the Earth known as the water cycle. All of the water that has 
ever existed or ever will exist is here on the Earth today. The same water that your favorite dinosaur 
drank might be the water you drink later today. This water goes through a constant cycle of movement 
which cleans, redistributes and stores it for later use. Make a poster of the water cycle and explain it to 
the class. 

 

• There are lots of animals in “Pecos Bill and the Ghost Stampede.” Take an imaginary journey to the 
Wild West and interview the creatures you encounter. Make a flip book of the animals that you 
interview.  Find out about their appearance, their environment, what they eat, who their enemies are, 
and how they protect themselves. 
    ~ Top page of flip book: Draw a picture of the animal ~ 

ü The Roadrunner 
ü The Timber Rattlesnake 
ü The Coyote 
ü The Black-Tailed Prairie Dog 

                 ~ Underneath: Include the following facts ~ 
ü Height:  
ü Weight:  
ü Length:  
ü Life Span:  
ü Typical Diet:  
ü Interesting Facts: 
ü Where can you find this animal? 

 



  CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS GUIDE 
Voices From the Past 

Performance 
 

 

Young Audiences of Houston; Arts for Learning             © 2022 Young Audiences of Houston 
675 Bering Drive, Suite 300, Houston, Texas 77057                                                  Scheduling: 713.520.9264  www.yahouston.org       

 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources 
Related Websites:   

http://americanfolklore.net/folklore/pecos-bill/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pecos_Bill  

http://www.legendsofamerica.com/ah-pecosbill.html 

http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3756905 

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/lxp01 

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsh02 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Rufus_Shafter 

http://www.thestoryoftexas.com/discover/campfire-stories/buffalo-soldier 

http://www.blackpast.org/aaw/stance-emanuel-1847-1887 

http://www.historynet.com/buffalo-soldiers 

https://www.kansassampler.org/8wonders/peopleresults.php?id=313 

http://garrison.leavenworth.army.mil/Garrison/media/Garrison-Media-Library/PAO-Buffalo-Soldier-Info.pdf 

http://garrison.leavenworth.army.mil/Garrison/media/Garrison-Media-Library/Buffalo-Solidiers.pdf 
https://www.google.com/search?q=Ft.+Levenworth%2C+Kansas+Buffalo+Soldier+memorial&rlz=1C5MACD_en
US532US573&oq=Ft.+Levenworth%2C+Kansas+Buffalo+Soldier+memorial&aqs=chrome..69i57.13485j0j7&sour
ceid=chrome&es_sm=91&ie=UTF-8 
http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15040coll3 

http://www.slideshare.net/msvenusj/buffalo-soldiers2013?next_slideshow=1 

http://www.strata-arch.com/projects/nps-youngsholm-charles-young-buffalo-soldiers-national-monument-

national-historic-landmark/ 

http://buffalosoldiermuseum.com/ 

http://buffalosoldiermuseum.com/category/brief-history/ 

http://www.buffalosoldier.net/ 

http://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm 

 
Related SmartBoard Sites and Interactive Sites: 

http://exchange.smarttech.com/details?id=bb2c60df-1573-4c8c-960f-c3ba2d9065f9 

http://exchange.smarttech.com/details?id=c4a62ae1-db99-4987-9d0f-af0938f2825b 

http://exchange.smarttech.com/details?id=d198ec8b-ba0b-4759-a78f-268b97c70f9a 

http://exchange.smarttech.com/details?id=f59fd69e-086b-4ef6-a124-03e40e274c5a 

http://exchange.smarttech.com/details?id=fc9abe96-8efe-4188-abbd-75106b6ed12e 
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http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=water+cycle&subject=All+subjects&grade=All+years&region=en

_ZA 

http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=%22river%22 
 
 

 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
Hope Shiver, soprano and storyteller, has credits as a soloist with the Houston Symphony Orchestra, Houston Grand 
Opera, and the St. Louis Symphony, as well as acting credits on stage and screen.  Ms. Shiver has a Master of Music 
degree in vocal performance from the University of Oregon. Her singing talents have taken her all over the world -- 
Japan, Italy, France, Greenland, Egypt, Sweden, Spain, performing for world leaders and appreciative audiences in 
international tours of Showboat and Porgy and Bess.  An award winning playwright and playwright-in-residence with 
Young Audiences of Houston, Ms. Shiver has written, produced and directed numerous plays for school, college and 
family audiences. 
 

 

  
 
 


